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A 
FUNERAL SERMON 
Pn RACRED dt 
STOck PORT in CHESHI RE. 


And thou fall 9⁰ to thy e in 
Heace, tbou ſhall be buried ina "2008 old | 
4e. 


h k are here, my friends, aſſembled to- 1 
gether not merely, I hope, to feaſt out ä 
eyes with a funeral pomp, or to pay J 
our Jaſt reſpect to the remains of a 
-Auable man, but alſo to have our hearts ſuitably af- 
fected with this mournful ſcene. It is certainly, our 
wiſdom, and muſt be greatly for our advantage to 
improve the preſent ſolemnity, by deeply impreſting 
our minds with ſome ſeaſonable and intereſtiug re- 
flections: and it is my deſire and aim at this time, 
to aſſiſt you in the proper employment of Your tnoughts 
and affections. For this N I have choſen for a_ 
| ſubject of diſcourſe, theſe words of God to Abra- 
ham, thou /eall g9 to thy fathers in peace, thou fault 
he buricd in a good old age; which words, though 
they ſuggeſt ſome me ae renections; do yet con- 
3 | Hig 


a 


(2) 


| tain a moſt gracious promiſe. And that 1 may treat 


this ſubject in as pertinent and ene. a manner as 
I can, I will, 5 


I. Conſider the character of the perſon to whom 
the promiſe, contained in the text, is made. 


II. I will endentder to lay before you che im 
port 5 the words. And 1 


III. Conclude with an application ſuitable to this | 


Y mourntut occaſion.— 1 am 


I. To give you the character of 8 The. 


| ah thing obſerved of this illuſtrious patriarch 


as his ſteady faith, His chearful aſſent to the truths, 


5 ones were revealed to him, and his affectionate 


reliance on the power and goodneſs of God for the 


performance of all his gracious promiſes, He was 


indeed, the fon of one infected with the common | 


contagion of idolatry, and was bred up, no doubt, 
in the ſuperſtition of his family, Joſh, xxiv. 2. But 
no ſooner did the God of glory appear to him, 
but he was converted to the true belief of the moſt 
high God, the polieilor of heaven and earth, And 
when God aſſured him he would take him under 
his ſpecial protection, be his ſhield and exceeding 


great reward, and make of him a mighty nation, he 
placed a fiducial reliance on the divine power and 


faithfulneſs, When God promiſed to give him and 
kis ſeed the land of Canaan for a poſſeſſion, though 


he ſojourned in the land of promiſe as in a range 
country, and had no inheritance in it, no, not ſo 


much as to ſet his foot on, yet he was fully per- 


- ſuaded 


3.4 
ſuaded that what God had promiſed, he was able 
and willing alſo to perform. When it was re- 
vealed to him that his ſeed ſhould be as the ſtars 
of heaven, or as the duſt of the earth, for number, 
though he and his wife were old and childleſs, yet 
againſt hope he believed in hope, that he ſhould 
be the father of many nations. Nay, when he was 
told that Sarah ſhould bear him a ſon in her old 
age, he was not weak in faith; he minded not his 
own body now dead, when he was about an hurn- 
dred years old, neither yet the deadneſs of Sarah's 
womb; he ſtaggered. not at the promiſe of God 
through unbelief, but was ſtrong in faith, giving 
glory to God. And when his only begotten and . 
well beloved fon Ifaac, the heir of promiſe, was go- 
ing to be offered a facrifice, till his faith ſurmount- 
ed all ſcruples; he did not diſpute the divine truth 
and fidelity, but believed that God was able and 
determined to raiſe up Iſaac even from the dead. 
Beſides, he believed and truſted in the Meſfiah, Who, | 
as concerning the fleſh, was to deſcend from him, 
and in whom all the nations of the earth ſhould 
be bleſled. For, ſays our Saviour, your father Abra- 
ham rejoiced, or was tranſported with a joyful de- 
fire, to ſee my day, and he ſaw it, and was [ag 
John viii. 56. Once more, he lived and died in 
faith, in the pleaſing expectation of perfect and eter- 
nal rewards in a future State. For he looked for a 
heavenly country, the new Jeruſalem, a city, which 
hath ſolid and unſhaken foundations, whole builder and 
maker i is God. 1 


Let it be further obſerved, that Abraham's #-it's, 


- which Was accounted unto him for righteouſneſs, 
85 | | B 3 was 


(4) 


was not fruitleſs and dead, like a carcaſs, without 2 


ſpirit to animate it. It was the ſpring of a pious 
and virtuous wi and was manifeſted by performing 


ſuch works, as God commanded him, by which 
works his faith was made perfect, At the call of 
God, and in a humble dependance on him, he left 


his native country, his kindred, and father's houſe, 


and chearfully, and ſubmiihvely went, wherever the 
will of heaven ordained his paths, though he knew 
not whither he went. He dared to be ſingularly 
good, and to eſpouſe the worſhip of the true God, 


in oppoſition to prevailing idolatry. And though 


on this account he ſuffered many perſecutions, as 
ſome learned writcrs tell us, yet he reſolutely ſtood 
up for the honour of God, and inflexibly adhered 
to the cauſe of truth, He low God ſupremely, 
and was willing to reſign up all creature comforts, 


to part with any thing that was dear to him, when 
God required it; for he ſhewed himſelf ready to 


offer up his darling ſon as a ſacrifice to his love to 


God. He was of a meek and condeſcending ſpirit, 


approved himſelf a real friend to peace, and knew 


how to turn away wrath with a ſoft anſwer; this 


appears from his behaviour to his brother Lot, Gen. 
Kill. 8, 9. He did not ſtand upon intereſt, or punc- 
tilios of honour ; he was willing to make the firſt 
' overture of reconciliation, to beſeech his inferior to 
be at peace, and to relinquiſh his own right for 
the ſake of peace, In all the private relations of 


life, he maintained a. character the: moſt amiable. 


He was a loving huſband, and gave undeniable proof yy 
of his conſtant atfeétion to Sarah, his wife: he 


was defirous on all occaſions to cont ribute to her 


calc and comfort, while ine lived; 3 and he — 5 
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Iv mourned and wept for her, when fl: died, He 


| was a good father, and a kind maſter, 2:1 taught 
and commanded his houſhold after hi: © keep the 
way of the Lord, and to do juſtice and judgment. 


But his benevolence overflowed the narrow {mis 


of family-alliance. He was very civil and hoſpita- 


ble, and entertained ſtrangers in a courteous and 
friendly manner. He did not forget to do good, 
and to communicate; he was very liberal and open- 


hearted z and his generoſity was ſet off by a grace- 


ful, complaiſant, and reſpectful behaviour. His cha- 
rity extended to all men: he was not under the 
influence of a blind and bigotted zeal ; wiſhed no 
hurt to any of his fellow-creatures: expreſſed a holy 
concern for the worſt of tinners, and pitied them, 
and prayed heartily for them; witneſs his earneſt 
 intercefion for the inhabitants of Sodom and Go- 
morrah. Though he was very rich, yet his ſoul 
was raiſed above all the tranſitory enjoyments of 
this world : he confeſſed himſelf a ſtranger on earrh, 
and deſired and ſought RO 4 better a benden 
ly country. In ſhort, he fame of his virtues 
reached the heathens, 2 he was celebrated, ad- 
mired, and revered through all the Eaſt; and what is 
inſinitely more deſi irable, he has the honour to be 


called the father of the faithful, and the friend of 


: God: And though in a few inſtances, he ſeems not 

to have acted ſuitable to his character, this will 
only ſerve to prove, what Solomon has advanced, ; 

that there is not a juſt man upon earth, that doth 
good, and finneth not, that the greateſto and beſt of 


them have had their failings, which darken the 
luſtre of their virtues, and ſhew them to have been 


| but men, — Thus I have given you a brief 


ac coul 
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account of Abraham, who is made the father, the 


great head of all who believe, the general rule 
and pattern of juſtification both to Jews and Gen- 


tiles, 


We are next to conſider the import of the words, 
Thou ſhalt go to thy fathers in peace, thou ſhalt be 


duried in a good old age. 


Tho' theſe words contain a gracious promiſe, 
yet they imply that Abraham muſt die; tho' he 
was the friend of God and the favourite of hea- 
ven, yet he was not to be exempted from the 
common lot of mortality. Death is the end of all 
men, and the grave is the houſe appointed for 
al! living; they know they muſt die, and need 


no arguments to convince them of this moſt ob- 


vious truth, However men are here diſtinguiſhed, 


pet none can with any ſhew of reaſon, expect to 
eſcape the effects of that ſentence, Duſt thou art, 
and unto duſt thou ſhalt return, All tabernacle in 
bodies, formed of the ſame brittle materials, ex- 
poſed to the ſame fatal diſaſters; all dwell in houſes 
of clay, whoſe foundation is in the duſt, which are 
cruſhed before the moth. So that by the law and 
-ccurſe of nature, and the immutable decree of 
Heaven, it is appointed unto all men once to die. 
And therefore, our fathers, where are they ? and 
the prophets, do they live for ever? They are all 
gathered to. their people, and the places which 8 


once faw and knew them, ſhall ſee and know 
them no more, And tho? we are told that Chriſt 
has aboliſhed death, yet chriſtians are not to con- 


clude, contrary to the experience of ages, and 
the 


(F) - 


the obſervation of every day, that they are ſecured 


from the ſtroke of temporal death. What belie- 


vers are to expect is, that they ſhall not die or 
periſh for ever; that they ſhall finally be delivered 
from the bonds of death, and the power of the : 
grave, and ſhall not be hurt of the ſecond death. 
And that they ſhall not utterly periſh, ſeems to be 


imply'd in the promiſe made to Abraham; for, 


II. He ſhould go to his Fathers, or as it is ex- 


| preſſed in the twenty-fifth Chapter, he ſhould be 
gathered to his people, His body was gathered 
only to the body of Sarah, his wife, Gen. xxv, 10; 


but his ſpirit was to return to God who gave it, 
and be joined with the ſpirits of juſt and perfect 


men. It is indeed ſaid of the wicked man, that 
he ſhall go to the generation of his fathers, F. 
xlix. 19; but this is to be underſtood only of 
ſuch progenitors whoſe ſayings he approved, whoſe 
example he imitated, and for whoſe company alone 
he is fitted, Whereas Abraham was to go to thoſe | 
| patriarchs, who before him had obtained a good 
report; he was to be brought to the congregation 


of the juſt, to whom he was like, and with whom 


he ſhould be for ever happy in heaven. Tho' the 


bodies of believers are laid in the grave and re- 
turn to duſt, yet their ſouls are capable of a fas 


| parate exiſtence; theſe are immediately admitted 


to the company and converſation of all thoſe good 


and virtueus perſons, whoſe names and characters 
are recorded and revered, and whole memories are 
bleſſed; thoſe wiſe and benevolent ſpirits, who 
delight in, and add to the happineſs of each other, 


are purged from their little imperfections, and 
re- 
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fefunble the great author of their felicity in pu- 
rity, truth, and righteouſneſs, 


1 


III. God promiſes Abraham that he mould go 
to his fathers in Peace: This has a reference to the 
preceding verſe, and implies that he ſhould not 
ſhare in thoſe calamities, with which his poſterity 
was to be for a long time afflicted. He ſhould 
enjoy liberty and quietneſs, and live and die 
in credit and eſteem. And accordingly tho' he had 


probably before ſuffered perſecution on account of | 


his oppoſition to the idolatry of his country, yet 


when his virtues became conſpicuous, when he 
appeared a favourite of heaven, and a publick 


benefactor to mankind, his friendſhip was valued 


and courted. Abimelech ſought an alliance, and 
entered into a ſolemn league with him; and the 


children of Heth ſhewed him much reach. and 
made him a generous offer; and even to this day, 


his memory we are told, is preſerved and admired 
thro* all the Ealt. Thus was Abraham honoured 
and efteemed by thoſe among whom he ſojourned; 
and as his eyes did not ſee the evils which were 


to beſall his ſeed ; he might in this ſenſe be ſaid 


to be gathered to his grave in peace, Hereby was 
he favoured above many, who have imitated; 

_ equall'd, nay excelled him, in faith and obedience, 
and who notwithitanding have been hated by the 
world, ſtigmatiz'd with odious names, perſecuted 
with all the bitterneſs and fury of a falſe and out- 
ragious zeal, and ſuffered a violent death under 


all the tortures and indignities which the ſubtlety | 


and malice of flaming bigots could invent and © 
inflict, But whatever treatment the good man 


(9) 


may meet with from the world, or in whatever 


ſhape death may make his appearance, ſtill he may 


be faid to die in peace, as he poſſeſſes the moſt 
deſirable peace, peace of mind, peace of con- 
ſeience, the peace of God, ſuch a peace as paſleth | 
all underſtanding, and exceeds all our compre- 
henſion, and ſuch as this world can neither give 


nor take away, Mark then the perfect man, 


and behold the upright, for the end of that man 
is peace! His mind is not diſtracted with the 
tumult and uproar of | jarring and extravagant 
paſſions, with alarming fears and guilty terrors, 
or with the inſupportable anguiſh of a wounded 
ſpirit, His foul is calm, bright and ſerene, like 
the fair, unclouded, and tranquil evening of a 


ſummer's day. He can review the habitual tem- 


per of his mind, the general tenor of his actions, 
and the main and prevailing courſe of his paſt 
life, with ſelf-approbation, and he rejoices in the 
pleaſing teſtimony of his own conſcience, He 
maintains an affectionate truſt and humble con- 
fidence in the mercy and goodneſs of his heavenly 
father, whoſe ſmiles infpire him with heavenly 
 gladneſs, and fill him with unutterable ſatisfaction. 
He enjoys a folid and ſettled hope of perfect 


| happineſs, and everlaſting glory in a future ſtate. - 


And therefore he is able to meet the great king of 
terrors with an undaunted courage and triumph; 
| he looks upon death as a kind meſſenger of peace, 
ſent by his heavenly father to conduct him into 
his preſence and to immortal Joys 3 3 he meckly 
and chearfully reſigns his ſpirit into the hands * 
dim who gave it, lies down in the grave with a 


quiet mind, and falls aſleep with the compoſur — 8 
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of an infant at its mother's breaſt. And in fine 


he enters into a ſtate of perfect reſt and unmoleſted 


peace, a reſt inexpreſſibly, inconceivably ſweet 
and ſatisfying, in thoſe pure regions above, which 
are out of the reach of every thing that can 
- poſſibly diſturb or diſcompoſe the mind. Thus does 
every faithful ſervant, every ſincere friend, every 


dutiful child of God, enter into reſt, and go to 


his fathers in _ . , 


W. 00 Ames Abraham that he ſhould be 
buricd in a gad old age. And we find this pro- 


_ miſe fulfilled in the twenty-fifth chapter at the 
5 eighth verſe, where we are told that Abraham 

died in a good old age, an old man, and full of 
years, Long life is pleaſing to human nature, and 

gives an opportunity of doing much good, of making 


great progreſs in wiſdom and virtue, and enlarging 
the capacity of the mind for happineſs. And 
therefore, under the jewiſh diſpenſation, God was 
p:caſed to encourage obedience with the promiſe 
of long life, and many days. But however agree- 


ante. life may be, yet it may be ſo far prolonged, 


and attended with ſuch infirmities, as to become 


| burden, when men ſee thoſe evil days in which 
they can take no pleaſure, and when their ſtrength. 


is only labour and ſorrow, But God promiſes 


Abraham a good old ave, Now old age may be 
| faid to be good, when it is not oppreſſed with bo- 


dily diſtempers and infirmities, when it is laden 
with the fruits of righteouſneſs, flouriſhes in all 


ornamen'al and chriſtian graces and virtues, and 


is fully ripe for immortal life and glory. The 
noary head thus found in the way of righteouſneſs 
18 


= (171) 
is a Crown of glory, and commands honour and 
| reſpect, Thou ſhalt riſe up ſays the law of Moſes 


before the hoary head, and honour the face of 


the old man. This ſeems to be founded on the 
law of nature, and to be conformable to the ſen- 
timents of men in every age and nation“. Juvenal 
obſerves, the antients thought it a very heinous 
crime worthy of death, for the young not to riſe 
and pay reſpect to their elders}. And even at this 


Day, the Perſians, || and alſo ſuch as we are 
ready to call ſavages and rude barbarians t, ſhew 


A high ſenſe of the veneration due to old age. As 


* Magna fuit capitis quondam reverentia cani. Ovid. 


* Credebant hoc grande nefas, et morte piandum, 
81 juvenis vetulo non aſſurrexerat. Juv. Sat. 13. 


The Perſians, we are told by Mr. Hanway, ſhew 
| tf much reyerence to age, as that when the oldeſt man in 
the company ſpeaks, though he be poor, they all give 
a fir. attention to his words. 


1 The landab'e ations of paying a reverence to old 


age is ſtrictly oblerved, ſays Mr. Neal, by all the Indians 
of New England. The younger perſons will even do all 
mean offices to excuſe the elder, though they are ſtrangers, 
and have no manner of acquaintance with them. But 
then let a man have never ſo many years over his head, 


yet he is not counted a man, till he has ſignalized his 


valour in ſome laudable action worthy the notice. and re- 


| ſpect of all his acquaintance, This is ſomewhat confor- 


mable to what Tully obſerves, non cani, non rugæ repente 


authoritatem erripere poſſunt, ſed honeſte acta les aver 5 


| ktas — capit author tatis extremos. 


_—— 


or. 
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it is ſuppoſed to be attended with mich experience 
and wiſdom, it has always been accounted ho- 
nourable, and is particularly venerable in thoſe 


in whom piety and holineſs ſhine with a peculiar 
luſtre, However long-life is not always the por- 


tion of the good man, who is ſometimes cut off 


in the midſt of his ſtrength, beauty, and uſefulneſs. 
And with regard to himſelf, it matters not how 


long or how ſhort his time here is, provided he 


has made a ſpeedy and conſiderable progreſs in the 


chriſtian and divine life, For honourable age is not 
that which ſtandeth in length of time, nor that 
* meaſured by number of years; but wiſdom is 
the gray hair unto mens. and an -unipotted life is 
| old. age. 


Let us now | make ſome. ſuitable improvement of 


what has been ſaid, 


$2 | As Abraham I repreſented as the father of 


all believers, who are juſtified in the fame way as 
| he was, we may therefore from him learn what 
it is that is neceſſary to our Juſtification, Con- 
ſidering the ſtate that Abraham was in before 
God called him from his father's houſe and kindred, 
it may juſtly be aſſerted, that God's entering into 
a ſolemn league of friendſhip with him, was an act 


of pure grace or fayour in the deity, and not ow- 


ing to any works, that Abraham had before done, 
His faith alone, or his. ſtrong confidence in the 
divine power and goodneſs, was counted to him 
for righteouſneſs, and put him into a ſtate of ac- 


ceptance and juſtification, | But then for what end 


did God call him from his kindred ang country, 
e 


„ 

and enter into a covenant of grace with him ? Sure- 
ly it was that he ſhould walk before God, and 

be perfect, i. e. upright or ſincere, or that in op- 

poſition to the prevailing idolatry and corruption, 
he ſhould maintain the knowledge, worſhip, and 
obedience of the one true God, And therefore it 
is undeniably plain, that his continuing in the di- 
vine favour, or his final juſtification depended on 
ſuch a faith in him as was productive of good 
works, and entire reſignation to the will and pro- 


vuidence of God, and was the great animating prin- 


ciple of a ſincere and uniform obedience, ——— In 
like manner, conſidering the ſtate of the Gentiles, 
when the goſpel was frſt preached to them, how they 


were dead in treſpaſſes and fins, and enemies to 


God by wicked works; it is evident that God's 
making them the offers of pardon and mercy, was 


not owing to any prior works of righteouſneſs done 


by them, but ta his own free grace, and undeſerved 


goodneſs. And by their faith alone, by their believ- 


ing in Chriſt, and embracing his religion, they were 
put into a ſtate of reconciliation or juſtification, But 
here alſo it may be aſked, for what end were they 
made welcome to the. important privileges and hopes 
of the goſpel ? Let the apoſtle anſwer, it was that 
they ſhould put off, concerning the former converſation, 
the old man, which is corrupt according to the de- 
ceitful luſts, and be renewed in the ſpirit of their 
minds; and that they ſhould put on the new man, 
which after God is created in righteouſneſs and true 
Holineſs; or in other words, that they ſhould deny 
ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and live ſoberly, rign- 
teouſly, and gadly in this preſent world; or in ſhort, 
that they ſhauld be fruitful in, and abound to every 


youu 
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good work; without which, notwithſtanding all 
their preſent privileges, they would in vain hope to 
be finally juſtified or treated as righteous perſons 
before the awful tribunal of God, who will render 
to every man according to his deeds, If then we 
expect to inherit the righteouſneſs, the bleſſing, and 
final reward of Abraham, we muſt take care to 
get the faith, and to do the works of this illuſtrious 
Race | 


2. Did Abraham die? And is it appointed unto 
all men once to die? Then we have an affecting 
proof and clear evidence of the pernicious and ma- 
lignant nature of fin, by which death entered int) 
the world, and paſſes upon all perſons, without the 
leaſt regard to the graces, charms, excellencies, 
and virtues, that adorn and bleſs any part of man- 
kind. Sin is infinitely diſpleaſing to God; this is 


the original ſource of all evils; this is No diſeaſe, 5 5 


and. miſery of human nature, nod" the great bane | 
and ruin of the world ; and this therefore, we ſhould. 
always look upon and caſt from us Sith horror and 
deteſtation. 


17 W 90 to *bis fathers ?” And wilt 
all A imitate him in his faith and obedience 5e 
alſo gathered to their people? This may give all 


5 good men great conſolation and comfort under the 


apprehenſions of death; or when they are laying 
their moſt valuable friends and relations in the duſt. 
Did they look upon death as an utter extinction of 
being, the thoughts of annihilation would fil them 
with. ſecret dread and inward horror. But when 
they conlider that their ſouls will ſurvive their fu- 

19 5 'nerals, 
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nerals, and go to the ſpirits of juſt men made per- 


fect; this may enable them to contemplate and 
"ect death without terror and aſtoniſhment, with 


a ſerene and undaunted mind. Or when their pious 
friends, with whom they were wont to take ſweet 


counſel, are taken away from them, this is ſuſfi- 


cient to filence every complaint, and to ſuppreſs 


every violent tranſport of grief. For why ſhould 


they fret and be dejected, that their beſt friends are 


removed from the poor, dull ſociety or crowd of 


mortals to the aſſembly of pure and bleſſed ſpirits, 
by whoſe example and converſation they will be 


infinitely more edified and entertained; and to whom 
they themſelves, if they faint not, muſt ſhortly go, 
and meet again their deceaſed friends greatly | im- 


I proven 7 F 


4 From what has been ſaid, we may be en- 


couraged in the practice of piety and virtue, which 
have a tendency to ſecure us the admiration and 


eſteem. the favour and friendſhip of our fellow- 
creatures, will diffuſe ſerenity and joy through the 
whole ſoul, enable us to paſs through life with inward 
tranquillity and unaffected chearfulneſs, and to meet 


death with calmneſs and compoſure of mind, and 


will fit us for a ſtate of everlaſting reſt and peace. 


It now remains that I ſhould take fome notice of 
the character or the late reverend Mr, CULCHETH, 
| whoſe | 


N 0 præclarum diem, cum ad mud divinum animorum, 


cœtumque proficiſcar, cumgue ex hac turbe colluvione diſoe· 


dam l Cic, de Sen, 
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' whoſe death hath e this diſcourſe, We can- 
not but all know and allow, that a great man is 
fallen. And to ſuffer his excellencies to be buried 
with his body in the duſt, in the land of darkneſs, 
ſilence, and forgetfulneſs, would not be doing juſtice 
to the memory of a perſon of diſtinguiſhed merit; 
nay, it would not be doing juſtice to the cauſe of vir- 
tue itſelf, which receives more ſtrength and ſupport, 
more light and beauty, from the lives of eminent per- 
ſons, than from any naked inſtructions, abſtract rea- 
ſonings, or the moſt pathetick orations. Nothing has 
a greater tendency, than the engaging examples of good 
men, to touch the human heart, to raiſe the nobleſt 
ſentiments, the pureſt paſſions, and the moſt gene- 
rous feelings of the ſoul, to give us a ſenſe of our 
trueſt perfection, and to animate and encourage us in 
the ſteady purſuit of it. For this purpoſe, let us 


take a view of ſome of the ſhining virtues, which 


| adorned the life of our deceaſed brother, whoſe cha- 
rater we ſhall find to agree in many IE with 
: that of the celebrated Abraham, 4 


6 | Thoug h 1 was ; not, like A himſelf, called 
from a fate of idolatry, yet like him, he embraced 
a form of religious worſhip different from that of his 


father's houſe and kindred. He ſtood up a zealous 


advocate for the ſacred rights of conſcience, and 
contrary to early ptejudices, contrary to the maxim 


of worldly wiſdom, he joined himſelf to a ſet of 


Chriſtians, that was much ſpoken againſt, reviled, 
and oppreſſed. He however became no party-man 4 
he abhorred and lamented that narrow ſpirit, which 
do much prevails among Chriſtians of all denomi - 

nations; 


CIP F 
nations: he was a hearty and conſiſtent friend of 
moderation and liberty, and loved the good man, 


wherever he found him. He was an enemy to ell 
prieſtly domination and antichriſtian power, to all 


unjuſt encroachments and impoſitions in matters of 


religion. Agreeable to the fundamental principles of 
the reformation, he was for allowing all men liberty | 
to ſearch and ſtudy the ſcriptures, and to judge for 
| themſelves; and he condemned the laying any diſſi- 
culties and diſcouragements i in the way of a free and 
impartial enquiry after truth, He looked upon all theſe 
doctrines, about which learned and pious men may 
differ, as of little importance in compariſon with thoſe 
weighty matters, in which all fincere chriſtians are 
agreed. He paid the greateſt regard to the things that 
are clearly revealed; and. as a miniſter, was beſt 
_ Pleaſed with plain and practical diſcourſes ; ſuch as had 


| 2 tendency to open and enlarge the minds of chrif- 


tians, to ſweeten their tempers, to refine their natures, 
to purify their hearts and lives, and to exalt them to 
a reſemblance of their great lord and maſter, He 
was indeed of a catholic ſpirit, and abounded in that 
charity, which our lord has made the diſtioguiſt:i ing 
mark of a true chriſtian, —He had a liberal and 32 
_ nerous ſoul, a heart all tenderneſs, humanity, and | 
benevolence, that could be ſenſibly touched with the 
| Joys and forrows of his fellow-creatures : he had 1 
| Purſe open to every object of diſtreſs, and hands ever 
actiye to diſtribute to the relief of the helpleſs and 
| needy. He was a ſlant benefactor, a ready friend, 
one who took pleaſure in doing kind offices, in dif- 
fuſing joy and gladneſs tg all about him, without any 
regard to party names and diſtinctions. He ſtudied ts 


hve Möse with all Par to give : no > juſt occa- 
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| fon of once, to allay heats, compoſe differences, 
and heal breaches. He however diſcovered great ho- 
neſty and integrity, deteſted all mean artifice and 
diſſimulation, and would not betray the glorious cauſe 
of truth for the ſake of peace, much leſs for any con- 
ſiderations of private eaſe and ſelf-intereſt, He had 
the courage to reprove vice with a decent and generous 


freedom ; and was fo truly faithful to his friends, as 


10 tell, and admoniſh them of their faults 3 and this 
| he would do with diſcretion, without inſelence and 
| bitterneſs, and with much plainneſs and fincerity. 
| Yet he was ever ready to make great allowances for 
Human frailties and infirmities z was not haſty in tak- 
_ ang up an ill report againſt his neighbour, and would 
always put the moſt candid conſtruction on the actions 
of mankind, All were treated by him in a friendly 
and courteous manner, with great civility, complai- 
| Hance, and true politeneſs, with an unaffected frank- 
neſs, Wi ith all the ſweetneſs of a familiar and endear- 
ing converſation. He had much of the gentleman, and 
5 nothing of the ſmooth diſſembler, in his behavour; 
all as fair and oven, without any paint or diſguiſe. 
His converſation to the laſt was chearful, entertaining 
and inſtruQive, had an agreeable mixture of gravity 


ard good humour, without any thing of auſterity 
and moroſenets. He did not retire from the world, or 


1ead the recluſe life of an hermit in his cell, in a ſullen 


floomineſs of temper, diſcontented with all about him, 
tle made the beſt of his condition, enjoyed the in- 


_nocent delizhts, and diſcharged the duties and offices 
of ſocial life. But ſtill he ſpent much time in his clo- 
ſet, and did not ſeek by company to unbend his mind 


too much, to diſſipate its vigour, or indiſpoſe it for the 


deſt exerciſes, and the mot ſublime and refined plea- 


ſures, 


3 (19) 

Though he did not deſpiſe the bounty of heaven, but 
thankfully received and enjoyed the bleſſings of pro- 
vidence, yet he uſed this world ſo as not to abuſe it 
he kept within the bounds of innocence, of ſtrict ſo- 


briety and temperance, and regarded riches chiefly on 


axcount of the ability and opportunity they gave him 


of doing greater good, and being more extenſively 
_ uſeful. Having his heart and converſation in heaven, 
and keeping his eye directly and immoveably fixed on 


the joy that was ſet before him, he looked down with 


indifference on the tempting ſcenes of this tranſitory 


life, and nobly aſpired to the happineſs which ſprings 


from the likeneſs and enjoyment of God, In him was 
diſplayed true greatneſs and a high elevation of ſoul, 


calm, ſedate, and reſigned under all events, and li: tle 


affected with the ſmiles or frowns of the world. And 
as true greatneſs of mind and humility generally (may 

not I ſay always?) go together, ſo this great man had 
a very humble opinion of his own 0 merit: 
In all lowlineſs of mind he eſteemed others better than 
himſelf; he diſcovered nothing of vain glory, but ra- 
ther an exceſs of modeſty and ſelf. diffidence; he did 

not ſeek the praiſe of men; and was ſolicitous much 
more to deſerve than to gain applauſe, In his life a 
manly and rational piety was delineated in fair and 


beautiful colours, without any gloomy unnatural ſhades, 


He thought honourably of God, and ever expreſſed a 
profound reverence of his majeſty, a hearty and wil- 


ling ſubmiſſion to his authority, a ſteady reliance on 
his promiſes, a chearful a-quieſcence in his wif- 


dom and goodneſs, and an earneſt deſire to pleaſe and 
reſemble him, and to ſecure his approbation. He did 
not diſcregi: his religion by a forbidding ſtiffneſs, by 


any ſullen affected airs, or ſolemm grimace, by any 


demure, 
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gemure, down caſt, and dejected looks, or ſuperſtix 
tious ſeverities, The excellent ſpirit of his religion, 
and the amiable temper of his mind, ſhone forth in his 
eaſy, graceful department, in his ſerene open coun- 
tenance, Here one might read the tranquillity, peace, 
and joy of his ſoul, that inward peace: and j Joy, Wien 
the goſpel is well Hired to give. 


It will perhaps be 6 that! ſhould take ſome 
notice of hs learning aud miniſterial abilities, But 
pere, efpccially, reverend fathers and brethren, 1 
want your aſſiſtance. Here you have ample room to 


diſplay your own talents and abilities. But ſince he, 


who ſets himſelf up as a judge of learning, aſſumes 
to himſelf the character of a learned man; I myſelt 
therefore, ſhail oniy make ſuch obſervations, as may 
be allowed me tg make, without the -UNPULITION . of 
vanity and oftentat. . 


His cloſe application to his ſtudies, and his unwearied 
diligence in the purſuit of knowledge, was manifeſt to 
all. And he appeared to me to have a clear under- 
ſtanding, a ſolid judgment, a ſtrong and faithful me- 
mory, a plain, eaſy, familiar, and ſtriking manner 
of expreſſing his thou zhts; for he ſpoke the. language 
of the heart. "Tho? be ws not toſſed to and fro with 
every wind of doctrine, yet he cheriſhed an ingenuous 
and inquilitive temper ; and on all occafions, as far as 
1 could obſerve and judge, diſcovered a mind, open to 
conviction, ready to ſubmit to the force and authority 
of truth, and well ftored with uſeful treaſures of wiſ- 
dom, ranged in exact order, and collected from many 
quarters, from antient and modern, ſrom pagan and 
chriſtian writings, but chiefy from the ſacred ſerip- 
tures, 


( 21 
tures, the divine and infallible oracles of truth, In 
ſhort, there were, there are few perſons I was ever 
acquainted with, from whoſe converſation I could get 
more profit and inſtruction. And I believe I may here 
juſtly apply the words of the late Mr. Seed,“ a man 
e“ muſt have had an exceeding good, or an exceeding 
ec had head and heart, who could converſe oft and 
& Jong, with him, without becoming wiſer as to the 
ce former, and better as to the latter.” 


To fan up the EY I may venture to aſſert he - 
did honour to every character he ſuſtained | in the va- 
rious relations of life. 


1 Add now none need be ſurpriſed when they are 5 
told, that this worthy man, this common friend, had 


ſcarce one enemy. All good men, who knew him, 
ce ęſteemed and loved him; and perſons, of all parties 


and characters, admired and praiſed him, Tho' his 
friends long enjoy d his converſation, yet none, I be- 
lieve, were weary of his company: All parted with him 
with grief and reluctance. He lived paſt the 82d 
year of his age, and yet he died too ſoon for his 
friends. His death was acceptable to none but him- 
ſelf. To him indeed it was welcome, as reſt to a 
weary man, to which he himſelf compared it, when 
he was under apprehenſions of its near approach, 
And therefore he met it with great ſedateneſs, reſigna- 
tion, and even gladneſs. Like fruit fully ripe, he 
dropt out of life without any reluctance. After he 
had faithfully ſerved his generation, and finiſhed the 
work of his day, he fell aſleep, and died in a good | 
old age, and is gone, no doubt, to his fathers in 
peace. F:. are wel then for a little time, thou great 
e and 
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qreatand zood man! May we all profit by thy prayers, 6 
| Infiructions, and example! May we keep thee in ſight, 
follow thee, and at laſt overtake thee in triumphant: 
joy! Pray, bear with my infirmity, and excuſe the 
tears which I cannot ſuppreſs on this occaſion, which 
juſtifies the tendereſt — * and emotions of human 
nature. 

To een let us remember thoſe, who bays 
obtained a good report, and have done honout to hu- 
man nature. Let us not ſuffer their bright example 
to ſhine in vain before our eyes, but tranſplant their 
virtues into our own minds, and diſplay them in living 
characters to the view of others. Let us not content 
_ ourſelves in celebrating their excellencies, but contem- 
plate and ſtudy them, till we are fired with the noble 
emulation of being followers of them, who thro”. 
faith and preſeverance inherit the promiſes. 


1 


* 


5 * 
* 
x 
1 1 
1 
8 
o SF }: 
— 
. | 
5 * 


/ 


8 . ww : 
£ 
ww 


0 0 
5 fy 


MZ 


D 


>, N 


* 


— 


* 
N 
bi) 
Ss 


-- 


